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DR. WOOD, IN AN OPEN LETTER,
CALLS DR. ALVAREZ TO TIME
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tion of the first ten miles will be ex-
tended from July of the present year to
April, 1902.

"Even had we not been deprived of
the use of our franchise during the pe-
riod of nine months, there would be no
forfeiture until July of 1903.

"In regard to the construction of our
track on Liliha street, it must not be
forgotten that before we begin con-
struction on any street, we must apply
for and obtain the established grade on
such street and in construction we must

pw the company, which the
Ptaiuno more right to vio- -
pfcnuld have to violate any
Matt

tk matter plain to the
lltlS Ioutline .hi --it " conform to the grade given us by the

grade commissioners. Owing to the
very extensive changes in the grade of
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Alvarez Says There Was No Bubonic Plague in Hawaii
Last Year and is Asked Some Very

Pertinent Questions.

QR. L. F. ALVAREZ having issued a signed statement that the epidemic of 1900 was not bubonic
plague, Dr. C. B. Wood, President of the Board of Health during plague times, responds in

the following open letter i

The Honolulu Steam Laundry is a
thing of the past. It has been absorbed
by the more recent Honolulu Sanitary
Steam Laundry and the deal will be
consummated at 3:30 o'clock tomorrow
afternoon. The Sanitary Laundry com-
pany has purchased the goodwill, plant,
wagons and general paraphernalia of
the old company and there will be but
one company in Honolulu.

I. R. Burns, one of the stockholders
of the Sanitary Laundry stated yester-
day that absorbtion had been on the
tapis for sometime and only in the last
day or two had the companies reached
an agreement. The plant of .he old
company will be removed from Iwilei
and erected on the premises of the
Sanitary company on South street be-

low the Honolulu Stock Yards.

F--- of the Rapid Transit
'

this street made by the grade commis-
sion, we. were compelled in some places
to excavate as deep as seven feet and
in others to fill in as high as five feet,
and owing to these requirements it was
a physical impossibility to construct the
road on Liiiha street without occupy-
ing more than one block at a time, as
it is impossble now for the Depart-
ment of Public "Works to brine the

DR. L. F.street surface to the grade given us by OPEN LETTER TO seemed to have some doubt, and that j plague, and you forgot to give it a
you in reply stated that you had a name. iiaemorrnagic Septicaemiathe commission without occupying ' ALVAREZ,

more than one block at a time. j Dr. L. F. Alvarez: Dar Sir You
"While there considerable inter- -was Btate in an artjcle appearing over your

option-i- n traffic during the construe- -
slffnature tn tne Repubilcan, of Apriltion of our tracks, it must not be for- -
lth'that have never had PlaSuegotten that this was not so much due to JVe

any neglect on our part to keep th here m Honolulu),
street open as it was due to the unfav- - ' Because of the publicity of this state-orabl- e

condition of the weather during j ment and some others, equally bald,
th?it construction, as it rained almost which you have permitted yourself to

approved on the 7th of
Btmctlon to begin within
Rjtttractlon actually did

we were requir-- 1

;
--chice to have ten

F4 and in operation
Pfrom the date of com-- J

"Awn miles additional

EJ m operation by July
time any streets speci-- I

M not then occu-- j
forfeited by us, but

g8 forfeiture previous t0
J,6; July, 1903.

Jchi required that we
rV4wlth the Superin-- L

C Works the sum of
forfeited in case

lai, but should wo

COAST SHIPPERS
MUST HEED LAW

daily from the time of beginning until make rather than because your opin- -

j had not yet been coined. As there were
j fifteen or twenty other physicians
present, you could hardly be called a

I majority.
I beg to respectfully deny your state-- I

ment that there was no high mortal-- )
ity among the rats. The rat popula-- ;
tion in the Infected localities was prac-- '
tically wiped. out; for instance, in Iwi-- I
lei. You must admit that I know more

' about this than you do, Doctor, as I
went into all of the infected localities
and you stayed out of them.

The diseaae DID spread in China- -
town In an increasing ratio until the
population was removed.

You state that there were no cases
recorded here which would prove that
the sickness was dangerous to attend

Commissioner of Agriculture
May Destroy all blight-Covere- d

Products.

family depending upon you and did not
care to handle such dangerous material
as that which was causing the deaths
in Honolulu at that time, and in ex-
planation of your wholesome fear of
such intimate association with the
dangerous material, mentioned to Dr.
Raymond the death of Dr. Pestana,
who. became infected by the plague
because of his temerity in doing that
which you preferred to leave to others
with more courage, or less discretion.
Are you not just a little ashamed of
expressing or having an opinion in the
matter at all, Doctor, under the cir-
cumstances?

For reasons which are sufficiently
evident from what has been stated
above, it is not worth while to ague
with you upon the question of whether
the sickness of last year was plague
or something else. Your knowledge
upon the ssubject is too limited to en-

title yju to an opinion.
However, you have made some state-

ments which require correcting, and I
shall devote the remainder of this
friendly epistle to that purpose.

You did NOT keep alive plague
germs in the Kalihi laboratory for
over three years. Your cultures were
as dead as Julius Caesar when your

- r i.
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ion is of any weight upon this particu-
lar subject I have taken tne liberty of
addressing you in a public manner.

Of course, Doctor, you will admit
that as you took no trouble to inform
yourself of the nature or the sickness
of last year during the time of its
prevalence, your opinion upon tne
matter is of very little importance
among physicians, as you are not In
a position to discuss Intelligently an
illness of which you did not see and
examine a single case, although the
epidemic lasted three months; and for
the further reasons that you were
present at only one post-morte- m ex-

amination, and that one on the 2&tn of
March, at the very end of the epidemic,
and by special invitation of the presi-

dent of the Board of Health, and that
during the post-morte- m at which you

I "all not operate

ants or any one else; and that it was
' not contagious, and yet you, yourself,
admitted to Dr. Raymond that you
were afraid to handle it and later.

j before many witnesses, stated In an-
swer to a direct question that you
would not take your family and move
into a house in which a case had oc- -

curred, even after the most thorough
disinfection conducted under your own
direction.

Commissioner of Agriculture Wray
Taylor says that the purple blight which
has appeared on oranges of recent im-

portation from California Is a serious
menace to the country and that the
sooner such fruit is headed off the bet-

ter.
He says the oranges in question ' were

shipped here by one of the leading firms
of San Francisco to a firm of white mer-

chants in this City. The latter sold
them to a Chinese. Professor Koebele
heard of the purple blight and after
searching in every store in town found
three shops where the oranges navels-w-ere

for sale. The blight was very much
in evidence.

The Commissioner states that the
oranges were shipped to Honolulu be-

cause they could not be offered for sale
In San Francisco under the law prevail-
ing there. Oranges to be offered for sale

we had gotten as fr up as Kuakini
street. In fact, at tims the weather
was so bad that construction had to be
abandoned entirely.

"As to Hotel street, the cause of the
interruption of traffic there Is not so
much on accourt of our construction
as it is the narrowness of the street,
which renders it Impossible for us to
use the street while the excavation is
being made and at the same time keep
it open for traffic; as all surplus earth
Is being removed as rapidly as possible
to remove it, and as the ties and rails
are being laid and the necessary bal-
lasting and macadamizing being done
with all possible dispatch, the public
will not be deprived of the use of the
street, or such portion of It as we are

upon, longer than is absolute-
ly necessary.

"We can quite appreciate that the
public, not being very familiar with the
class of construction, may believe that
there is more of the street kept un-
opened than is necessary, but an inves-
tigation will show any reasonable and
observant person that this is not so
and that we are doing the best we can
to accommodate the traffic and to car-
ry on the work at the same time.

"For the general information of the
public, I give an outline of the proced-
ure of track construction.

"First comes the excavation to the
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sixteen other physicians, and at whichfcf?"w-- r th.
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discussion was free, you never express-

ed the slightest doubt as to the nature
of the sickness from which the patient
had died. Further, you never, as far
as any one knows, made a. single mi-

croscopical slide, or a culture, or in-

oculated a single animal during the
prevalence of the sickness, although

of B.n
in San Francisco must be clean,
were certainly much to the contrary
bliarht la known by the technical
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Have you forgotten the fate of Ma-chid- a,

the young assistant of Dr. Ko-bayas-

who died of plague on Janu-
ary Wth with a bubo under his arm
from an infection of the thumb, con-

tracted while assisting Dr. KobayashJ
at a post-morte- m upon a plague vic-

tim? And how about the two victims
from the small force of men working
upon the odorless excavators and the
four guards, who also died of the
plague?

Is your memory playing trlcKs upon
you again. Doctor?

You state that the epidemic of last
year was not plague, but Haemorrha-gi- c

Septicaemia. I presume, of eourse,

mytilaspls, or purple scale.
According to the law, the Commission-

er has the right to destroy anything of
this kind, and there is a heavy penalty
reserved for any Infringements thereof.requisite depth, and where there is no

ana Kn. 01

Wanderer is 8afe.WiMVCa8ta0Ud

material was abundant, and you could
have had it for the asking.

As this letter is written in a friendly
spirit, I hope you will not take offense
if I recall to your apparently somewhat
fickle memory a statement which you
made to Dr. Raymond last year In

successor assumea cnarge.
The cultures were NOT sent to ycu

from Hongkong. I got those cultures
in Hongkong myself, m 1S96, and sent
them to Dr. Day, through Dr. Beach,
of the steamer China.

It was NOT the opinion of the ma-
jority of the physicians connected with
the Board of Health, at a meeting held
at the Pacific Club, that there never
had been any plague here.

This meeting was held at the very
beginning of the epidemic, only five
days after the-- first case, and every
physician present who had seen a post-
mortem, or examined a slide (and they
only were entitled to an opinion) ex-

pressed the belief that the' illness un-

der discussion was plague.
Dr. Raymond stated that he did not

consider the diagnosis yet proven. You
yourself, my dear Doctor, were the
only physician present who stated that
he did not believe the disease to he

change of grade, to nineteen inches,
upon the bottom of which excavation
rock ballast is placed and rolled by the
steam roller to the depth of six inches:
upon this Is placed the ties, six inches
in depth, and upon the top of these

yronrh."111 of th
The British bark Wanderer, which

sailed from Tacoma October 12th, and
concernlig which there bas been con-idernh- lp

sneculatlon of late, resultingner--; " by th the ex ' f r , T.nnrtnn rabletrram. Is reportedi55 a" the aA r you carried out in full all ofaain the rails, seven inches in depth. answer to a question 01 ms. .remaps
enumerate as safely arrived at Bristol, her destinanerlments which youThe ties are then tamped with small j by thinking hard, Doctor, you will re-sto-

and brought to a perfectly evenLember that Dr. Raymond asked you
why you did not get some material
from the Board of Health, or go Into

aurrare and the rails lined up. xnen
hoUvAeri the ties and up to the top of
the mil VirnUnn r, In ocroln n 3 f f (1

f 0 the

J. .arhi.,. . U; the fl..a

tion.
The cahlegram announcing her arriv-

al proves the theory of her Tacoma
charterers, Balfour, Guthrie & Co.. to
have been correct. They believed that
the Wanderer, after being spoken in-

side of St. Ann's Head, had again been
blown out to sea. She arrived at Bris-
tol In safety Saturday, March it.

necessary including animal experi-
ments, before making your diagnosis.

By the way; do you not thlnK that
"Haemorrhagie Septicaemia" is a pret-
ty terse and comprehensive definition
of b'ick plague, Doctor? Yours very
respectfully, C. B. WOOD.

In, thoroughirweil tamped" and surfac- - he board's laboratory and maKe your
ed with smaller stone; as soon as the own experiments, carry on your own
. . cultures, and satisfy yourself as to thechVd nine

Months the nature of the illness about which you(Continued on Page 3.


